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Dental Care is just as im-
portant for pets as it is for 
their humans! 

Feb.—March—April 

Do Dogs Dream? 
Have you ever wondered what’s behind the 
twitching legs, moans, growls, or yipes when 
your canine companion is sleeping? Do you 
often think, “He must be dreaming”? Well 
you very well could be right. 

Dogs are polyphasic sleepers, which means 
they sleep in multiple rounds a day, though 
they are rarely fatigued. In the past they had 
to be readily alerted to dangers in the wild. 
Though they wake more frequently, it’s esti-
mated that 13 hours a day are spent sleep-
ing. Of this time roughly 24% is spent in a 
phase of active sleep or REM sleep. REM is 
a stage of deep sleep where dreaming takes 

place. This “rapid eye movement” stage is 
named so because behind those adorable 
furry lids the eyes are moving back and forth. 
This stage is also where pets may move (as 
if chasing a pesky squirrel) or vocalize. 

The true function of dreaming is unknown 
but it does seem necessary for human and 
animal companions alike. The time spent 
dreaming may be used for data processing 
and/or periodical purging of memory banks. 

The million dollar question is, what is your 
dog dreaming about? It’s fun to watch their 
actions while sleeping and take a guess. 
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· February is Dental 
Health Month at 
CKVC 

· Stop by and visit 
Hutch’s New  Animal 
Shelter 

· Spring is coming, Is 
your backyard safe 
for your pet? 

· See what CKVC is 
doing for Spay Day 
USA this year 
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Hutchinson's new animal shelter has been operating for 
one month now. They are trying their best to provide 
abandoned animals a chance to have a happy, healthy li fe.  

The shelter provides animals with their distemper and 
parvo virus combination vaccines, kennel cough vaccines 
and rabies vaccines if the animal is old enough. Each ani-
mal is wormed and tested for heartworm or feline leuke-
mia and feline AIDS.  Before going to a new home, all 
animals are microchipped and spayed or neutered. The 
cost for adopting a new friend from the shelter is $100 for 
cats and dogs.  

To date the Hutchinson Animal Shelter has had 34 adop-
tions.  As a result of overpopulation and unaltered ani-
mals, the shelter as had to euthanize over fifty cats and 

dogs. We encourage you to visit the animal shelter as soon 
as possible if you are in search of a new pet to add to your 
family. 

Shelter Hours: 

Sunday & Monday 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesday - Saturday 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The shelter welcomes  volunteers as well as donations to 
help keep the shelter going.  If you have any questions 
you can contact the shelter at 
694-1925. 

University.  We are pleased to offer 
this service to our patients because 
it is another way to minimize pain 
and maximize health and quali ty of 
li fe.  Our patients do not understand 
that          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

diagnostic and surgical 
procedures will benefit 
them.  Minimizing their 
pain, we believe, is even more important than it is in 
human medicine.  Providing effective analgesia dur-
ing and after surgery or after injury has always been a 
priority.  Minimally invasive techniques are another 
step toward improving our patients’ li ves. 

Central Kansas Veterinary Center has re-
cently begun to offer minimally invasive 
surgical procedures for our patients.  En-
doscopic surgery allows evaluation and 
treatment of a variety of conditions with 
minimal post-operative pain and rapid 
recovery. 
             
Laparoscopy and thoracoscopy can be 
used to examine and biopsy organs such 
as the liver, spleen, pancreas and lung.  It 
can also be used for foreign body re-
moval and several surgical procedures.  
One procedure which is extremely bene-
ficial to owners of large breed dogs is prophylactic 
gastropexy, a procedure which prevents the develop-
ment of gastric dilatation volvulus, or “bloat” , a life-
threatening emergency condition which develops 
quickly. 
 
Dr. Chambers has completed a series of courses, 
taught by clinicians recognized internationally as 
leaders in veterinary endoscopy, at Colorado State 

Minimally Invasive Surgery at CKVC 

Dr. Chambers and Jessica perform-
ing laparoscopy 

Visit the shelter to meet a 
new four legged friend! 

Hutchinson Animal Shelter up and running! 
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For many people spring involves getting together with family and 
friends, cookouts, and parties. Nothing beats lounging in the back-
yard with your favorite people and your family pets, playing fetch 
with your dog and BBQing on the grill . While it may seem like a 
good idea to feed the family pet scraps of meat from the grill i n 
reali ty some of the foods and products commonly used during this 
time can be potentially hazardous to our pets.  The ASPCA Animal 
Poison Control Center is offering pet owners some helpful hints to 
keep their pets healthy and safe. 

Did you know: 

· Alcoholic beverages have the potential to poison pets. If in-
gested, the animals could become very intoxicated and weak, 
severely depressed or could go into a coma. Death from respi-
ratory failure is also a possibili ty in severe cases. Never leave 
drinks unattended where pets can reach them. 

· Do not apply sunscreen to pets or insect repellent products not 
labeled specifically for animals. Ingestion of sunscreen prod-
ucts can result in gastrointestinal upset (drooling, vomiting, 
diarrhea), excessive thirst and lethargy. The misuse of insect 
repellant products containing DEET on pets can result in the 
development of neurologic problems. 

· Always keep matches and lighter fluid out of the reach of pets. 
Certain forms of matches contain chlorates, which could po-
tentially cause damage to blood cells and result in difficulty 
breathing, or even kidney damage in severe cases. Lighter 
fluid can be irritating to skin, and if ingested can produce gas-
trointestinal irritation, central nervous system depression and if 
inhaled, aspiration pneumonia and breathing problems could 

develop. 

· Never use fireworks around pets, 
and keep them stored in an area 
inaccessible to pets. Lit fireworks 
could result in severe burns and/
or trauma to pets. Unused fire-
works contain potentially toxic 
substances . 

· Do not put glow jewelry on your 
pets, or allow them to play with 
it. While luminescent substance 
contained in these products is not 
highly toxic, excessive drooling 
and gastrointestinal irritation could result from ingestions, and 
an intestinal blockage could occur from swallowing large 
pieces of the plastic container. 

· Keep citronella candles, insect coils and oil products our of the 
reach of pets. Ingestions can produce stomach irritation and 
possibly even central nervous system depression, and if in-
haled, the oils could potentially cause aspiration pneumonia as 
well . 

 

IF you suspect your pet may have become exposed to a potentially 
toxic product or substance call us immediately for assistance. We 
are here to care for you pet 24 hours, 7 days a week.  

 

Interesting Statistics 
If our Spay Day cat colony were to remain unaltered: 

· On average a fertile cat can produce three li t-
ters in one year. 

 
· The average number of kittens in a feline li t-

ter is 4-6. 
 

· 360-540 kittens could be produced just by 
this single cat colony in one year . 

 
· In 7 years, one female cat and her offspring 

can theoretically produce 420,000 cats. 

What is Spay Day USA? 
 
Spay Day USA is the Doris Day Animal Founda-
tion’s national campaign to save the lives of home-
less animals through the spaying or neutering of our 
pets and feral cats. On Feb 28th 2006, Central Kansas 
Veterinary Center is participating in Spay Day for the 
3rd year. We have chosen a local cat colony and will 
be spaying 30 females and neutering 25 males with 
the help of the entire staff at Central Kansas Veteri-
nary Center and volunteers . If you would be inter-
ested in contributing to Spay Day efforts, please con-
tact Janessa. 
 
 

Spay Day USA  

Enjoying BBQ’s with fam-
ily is fun but there are 
some things to watch for 
to protect your pet. 

Is Your Pet Safe in Your Own Backyard? 



Massage Therapy for Pets now available at CKVC! 
Our pets are important members of our family. 
When they hurt from muscle strain, surgery or old 
age, massage therapy may help them. 
 
Massage and the use of  touch for health and well-
ness is a universally developed and recognized heal-
ing technique. 
 
The first research on massage was done with ani-
mals. Specific animal behavior (rubbing, li cking) in-
dicates that massage is used instinctively to relieve 
pain or respond to injury. 
 
Debra Ford has been a veterinary technician at 
CKVC since 2004. In 2005 she graduated from Inte-
grated Touch Therapy, a course which provides 
training in canine anatomy, massage techniques and 
theory.  As a Hutchinson native, she is excited to 
bring this service to the area. 

Quality Care & Kindness, 
24 Hours, 7 days a week 

Caption story cdescribing picture or 
graphic. 

Phone: 620-663-8387 
Fax: 620-663-7990 
Email: main@ckvc.kscoxmail.com 

515 W. Blanchard Ave. 
So. Hutchinson, KS 67505 
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BENEFITS OF 
MASSAGE 

 
· Reduces muscle tension,  
     cramping and soreness. 

 
· Enhances muscle function and eff iciency. 

 
· Increases circulation and removes toxins. 

 
· Your pet achieves full range of movement through increased 
flexibili ty. 

 
· Reduces recovery time from injury or sore muscles. 

 
· Releases chronic tension. 

 
· Reduces mental and physical fatigue. 

 
For more information on massage for your pet please call Debbie 
at 620-663-8387! 


